Parkview Field
1301 Ewing Street
Fort Wayne, IN
Saturday, September 21, 2019
Check-in 9:00 am
Walk begins 10:00 am

Annual Walk for
Neurofibromatosis

Steps to Making Great Steps Walk 4NF a Success!
STEPS to Success
Be Active on Social Media
When you register for the walk, you’re given the ability to create your own
personal Great Steps for NF Page on our online fundraising site
www.nfmidwest.rallybound.org. Add your pictures, tell your story, request
the support of family and friends. Use Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to
spread the word.

Everybody Knows Somebody
Talk about what you’re doing and why. Follow up on the conversation by
sending out a letter about what you’re doing, along with a request for
support and a return envelope to family, friends, co-workers, and classmates. Go to your bank, insurance company, hair salon, mechanic, and/or
schools. The possibilities are endless. Request for support forms can be
found online at greatsteps.org or contact the NF Midwest office to have
them mailed to you.

Party with a Purpose by Holding a Fun Do It 4NF Event
Some of our top teams are successful because they hold separate events to
reach their goals. Raise awareness and support through bowling nights, vendor nights, trivia nights, sock hops, kickboxing parties, poker nights, fun fairs,
and more. Give us a call if you need an idea or need help with a creative one
of your own.

Be a Boss and Ask your Boss!
See if your employer would like to help. Hold an event at your workplace or
form a workplace team. Many places of employment also have matching gift
programs. All you, and your team mates, have to do is ask.

So STEP UP and Do It 4NF!
Remember that you’re raising awareness about Neurofibromatosis and
ongoing support for our work to improve the lives of persons affected by
the disorder. Here are some easy steps to get you started.





Start by sponsoring yourself for $25
Ask family members to sponsor you for $25
Ask friends to donate $10
Follow the STEPS for Success and discover the possibilities!

Everybody knows somebody who wants to help!
The secret is to JUST ASK!

Set a Goal and be
Recognized with Gifts!
Individuals Raising:
$500+ - NF Midwest Pocket Flashlight*
$1000+ - NF Midwest Baseball Hat*
$2500+ - Both the NF Midwest Pocket
Flashlight and the NF Midwest Baseball
Hat plus 10 Free Raffle Tickets to be
used at the walk.*
Teams Raising:
$5000+ - The captain of the team will
receive a Top Fundraising flag and a zip
up NF Midwest jacket OR Free 2019
Annual Symposium registration and
Family night for 4 or a Top Golf Event
Registration for 4.
$10,000+ - The captain of the team will
receive a Top Fundraising flag, a zip up
NF Midwest jacket AND either a Free
2019 Annual Symposium registration
and Family night for 4 or a Top Golf
Event Registration for 4.
See Great Steps Website for more
details.
*Recognition gifts will be awarded only
for donations received by Noon on
September 20th, 2019 and only to
those registered with a fundraising site
on the NF Midwest Rallybound site.

TIPS BEFORE THE WALK
Additions to your Team?
It’s easy to add more family and friends to your team. They can register themselves and
join your team, or if you share the link to your team page, they can simply click the join
team button on lower right side. You can also Add Walkers by logging in at
www.nfmidwest.rallybound.org and clicking Add Walkers on the right side of your “My
HQ”.

Continue Fundraising
During registration our fundraising system allows you to easily set up a page and email
it or share it through social media. Donors can also donate directly on your page or send
checks and donor forms to:

NF Midwest, 473 Dunham Rd., Suite 3, St. Charles IL 60174

Make your team FUN! Show some NF
spirit and express yourself with
creative costumes and accessories.

Everyone is strongly encouraged to collect and send in donations prior to the walk.

Volunteers
Volunteers are always needed! Please let us know if you are available to help the day of
the walk or want to join our Great Steps committee.

DIRECTIONS TO THE WALK
Parkview Field is located at 1301 Ewing St, Fort Wayne, IN 46802 .

MORNING OF THE WALK


Registration will begin at 9:00 a.m. at Parkview Field.



Team Captains are responsible for checking in team members and picking up
t-shirts.



Team Captains should collect and turn in any donations not sent into NF Midwest.



Walkers may be added to your team the day of the walk but t-shirts are only
guaranteed for people who register at least 2 weeks prior to the walk date.



Bring money if you would like to buy raffle tickets for your chance at great prizes
and to purchase awareness merchandise.



T-shirts will be located at registration.



Find the refreshment table and mingle with your fellow walkers.



The walk will begin at 10:00 am.



The route is 3 miles or 10 laps around the park. It will take approximately one hour
depending on your speed.



Only foot traffic and strollers are allowed on the route.



Bicycles, roller skates, roller blades, scooters, and all motorized vehicles are
prohibited unless they are required for a disability.



For your safety, please stay on the walkway.



Please note there will be no emergency services at Parkview Field or along the
walk. There will be first aid available.



We will be walking rain or shine. Please dress accordingly and use your best
judgment in case of lightning.

TIME TO CELEBRATE
After the walk, please join us in celebrating our “Great Steps” 4NF. At this time a prize
will be given to the top fundraiser and incentive prizes will be given out.
Be sure to stay and win some of the fantastic raffle baskets (must be present to win)
after the awards ceremony.

Special points of interest:
 Checks should be made payable to NF
Midwest.
 Volunteers are needed!
 Let your donors know about Matching
Gift Programs that may be available
through their company.
 Please contact us if you know a
business owner or executive that may
be interested in a sponsorship.
 We are looking for in-kind donations
for raffle baskets

Where does the money go?
All the money raised is
used to improve the lives
of people with
neurofibromatosis
through C.A.R.E.S.—
Clinics, Awareness,
Research, Education and
Support.

We need sponsorships, volunteers and raffle donations.
Who do YOU know that might like to support this important cause?

Sample of a fundraising appeal letter you can
share on social media, email or use for regular
mail. See further instructions on reverse.
Dear Family and Friends:
Thank you for all your love, support and prayers over the last few months. We are writing you to
ask for your support for the neurofibromatosis cause. As you may know our daughter Jane was
diagnosed with neurofibromatosis type 1 or NF1 this past January.
Her doctors found what they consider a low-grade brain tumor on her optic nerve as a result of this
disorder. Jane has been undergoing chemotherapy treatment and will continue over the course of
the year in hopes to stabilize the tumor’s growth to keep her eyesight intact. She also undergoes
MRIs every three months to note the progression of the tumor. She is a true inspiration and shows
such bravery and strength at such a young age!
Neurofibromatosis is set of genetic disorders of the nervous system that causes the growth of
tumors to form on nerves anywhere in the body. NF affects 1 in 2,500 people worldwide. It can
cause many other symptoms and affects each person differently. Currently there is no cure for this
disorder.
As everyone with NF does, we are learning to live day to day. We are hoping for a future that will
bring us new opportunities for treatment and eventually a cure for this disorder. This is where you,
our family and friends come in. You play an important role in helping us to get that much closer
to this goal.
In honor of Jane, we have formed a team called, “Join for Jane.” We will be honoring her by
walking for a cure in the Great Steps 4NF walk on Saturday, May 18, 2019 at the Capital Brewery
in Middleton, WI. We are walking to help raise awareness about neurofibromatosis (NF) and to
raise funds to support NF research.
NF Midwest is the local regional non-profit that C.A.R.E.S. to help improve the lives of people
with NF. By donating to my page, YOU are helping in this mission.
C- improve clinics
A- raise awareness
R- fund research
E- increase education
S- offer support
Thank you so much for your generosity and helping us “Join for Jane” to raise NF awareness in
hopes of finding a cure! Please remember that no gift/donation is too small! Feel free to forward
this on to anyone who may wish to donate to the cause as well! Thank you from the bottom of our
hearts.
With heartfelt gratitude,
Your Name

Fundraising is easier this year than ever before…..

1. The easiest way to fundraise is to utilize all of the online fundraising tools
available to you now that you’ve registered for the walk. When you
registered you should have received an email with a link to your Great Steps
fundraising page. It’s best to personalize the template we provided. You can
upload your own pictures of you and your loved ones too. Then you can
send a fundraising email, share on Facebook, Twitter and more. Go to
www.nfmidwest.rallybound.org and log in to your personal “My HQ”
(Rallybound headquarters page) for everything you need to get going. It’s
never too early to fundraise and your family and friends want to help.
2. For your friends and family who are less tech savvy and still like a letter in
the regular mail, use the sample letter, or create your own story. Send your
letter with a donor form and a return envelope. Still include the link to your
page though because they can easily donate online using their credit card, if
they prefer.
3. If you want to send an email to your contact list outside of the Rallybound
fundraising system, be sure to include the link to your fundraising page. It’s
just so easy for your friends and family to donate online, and they can save a
stamp!!
4. No matter how you fundraise, don’t forget to ask if they want to donate a
basket for our raffle or become a Great Steps Walk 4NF Sponsor. There are
many sponsorship levels and you never know who has important business
contacts. You never know who knows who, just ask!

Call the office at 630-945-3562 or email greatsteps@nfmidwest.org if you have
any questions or need other ideas.
Thanks to you, no one with NF fights alone!
The NF Midwest Great Steps Walk 4NF Committee
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I will donate $__________to help the fight!
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Date ______ Phone _____________________
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linics— Improving clinical care and access to care. There are now 13 NF clinics
or specialists in the Midwest
wareness—Increasing awareness
through materials, media, and events
like a Great Steps Walk 4NF.
esearch—Providing funds to support
research, lobbying for federal research
dollars, and advocating for the NF community.
ducation—Providing education opportunities one on one and in seminars;
developing educational materials, and
maintaining a comprehensive website.
upport—Supporting individuals and the
NF community in a multitude of ways;
providing a dedicated outreach and
care coordinator; funding children to
Camp NF; and offering scholarships for
post high school education.
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Individual Donation Sheet

C.A.R.E.S.

Please make all checks payable to NF Midwest. Thank you for raising money for CARES – Clinics, Awareness,
Research, Education and Support for the NF Midwest community and ensuring that No One Fights Alone. If you have
any questions or would like more information, please contact NF Midwest at 630-945-3562 or visit us at
www.nfmidwest.org. Use this form to record donations. Turn this form in along with your donations at your event or
when you are done collecting. If you are mailing the donations in please convert all cash to a check. (Note: You do
not have to use this form. Use it at your convenience. If you don’t have a fundraising page, ignore that column.)

MY GOAL IS TO RAISE $ ___________________________
Fundraising Event/Campaign Name ______________________________________________ Start Date ________________________
Fundraisers Name _______________________________ Team Name (if applicable) _______________________________________
Email __________________________________________ Phone _______________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date

Name

Email or Mailing Address

Phone

Amount

Cash or
Check

Entered
on my
page()

Total:
This individual is participating in and raising funds for NF Midwest to fund CARES—Clinics, Awareness, Research, Education and Support
for people with neurofibromatosis and schwannomatosis. If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact NF
Midwest at 630-945-3562 or nfmidwest.org. Our mailing address is NF Midwest, 473 Dunham Rd, Suite 3, St. Charles, IL 60174.

Walk for Neurofibromatosis
Dear Friend,

Someone you know has Neurofibromatosis!
Nearly 3 million people worldwide have neurofibromatosis (NF), yet you probably have never heard of it. In fact,
chances are that someone that you know is affected and you may not even realize it. It affects more people than
Muscular Dystrophy, Tay-Sachs, and Huntington’s Disease combined and is estimated to occur in 1 of 2,500 births.
Neurofibromatosis can be a devastating disorder.

I want to make a difference for those with NF, and I am asking for your help.

Someone I know has Neurofibromatosis!
I am participating in the Great Steps 4NF walk because someone near and dear to my heart is affected by NF. By
walking and fundraising, I am helping all those affected by NF. I want to help make neurofibromatosis a more widely
recognized disorder, improve the quality of life for those affected by NF, and to ultimately find a cure.
Your sponsorship can help make that happen.

We need C.A.R.E (Clinics, Awareness, Research, Education & Support)
Everyone pictured below is affected by the tumors that are caused by NF, yet their symptoms vary greatly. Learning
disabilities, scoliosis, seizures, severe pain, cancer, depression, disfigurement, deafness and blindness are just a few
of the things that affect their daily lives. Your gift will give these individuals the promise of CARES today and hope of
a cure tomorrow.

NF Midwest C.A.R.E.S, will you?
Please help NF Midwest by sponsoring the annual Great Steps Walk 4NF in Fort Wayne on September 21st. This
fight for care and a cure cannot be won alone. You can be the hero we need to make the difference. Please see the
attached Sponsor Sheet for opportunities to be a sponsor.
Thank you!
Sincerely,

NF Midwest 473 Dunham Rd., Ste. 3, St. Charles, IL 60174 ♥ Phone: 630-945-3562 ♥ Fax: 630-689-1213 ♥ www.nfmidwest.org ♥ info@nfmidwest.org
NF Midwest is a non-profit 501(c) 3 organization, tax deductions to the amount allowable by law. (FEIN # 22-2580173)

Walk for Neurofibromatosis

Dear Potential NF Sponsor,
Neurofibromatosis Midwest is a 501(c)3 Non-profit organization that is dedicated to the increasing
number of men, women, and children challenged by Neurofibromatosis (NF), a fairly rare genetic
disorder. Since 1982, we’ve been dedicated to continuing our work to educate, comfort, improve clinical
care, and fund research for treatments and a cure.
To do our work, we rely on a series of annual walks, entitled “Great Steps Walk 4NF”, that are held
throughout the Midwest. Each year, folks gather at our walks to build community between those
impacted by Neurofibromatosis (NF), raise awareness about the genetic disorder, and raise funds for NF
Midwest to carry out our mission to improve the lives of people with NF.
Our 2019 Walk 4NF Fort Wayne, IN will take place on Saturday, September 21, 2019 beginning at the
Parkview Stadium. This will be a festive, fun-filled and family oriented day. The 2019 financial goal for
our Great Steps 4NF Fort Wayne Walk is to raise $20,000.
We’re currently looking for sponsors (Individuals and Corporations) who would be willing to help us
reach this goal and have the opportunity to get their business in front of hundreds of potential new
customers. Information on the various sponsorship levels and associated benefits is enclosed with this
letter that range from platinum to friend but we are always appreciative of in kind, gift certificates,
baskets and any other donations. We can even customize a sponsorship package!
We hope that we can count on you to help us make this event our best one yet! Should you have any
questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact the person who shared this with
you or the NF Midwest office at 630-945-3562/Greatsteps@nfmidwest.org. You can also learn more
about our organization by visiting www.nfmidwest.org.
Thank you in advance for your consideration of our request. We couldn’t do our work without the
support and generosity of our community. We look forward to hearing from you in the very near future.
Sincerely,
The NF Midwest Great Steps Walk 4NF Team
* Donations are deductible per IRS guidelines.

www.GreatSteps.org

Sponsorship Levels & Benefits
PLATINUM
$1,000

LEVELS

GOLD
$800

SILVER
$500

BRONZE
$250

FRIEND
$100

Maximum visibility and exposure
on all local walk materials and
press releases



Link to your company website on
our website: NFMidwest.org





Company Logo on walk shirts


















Logo included
above

Logo included
above



































*must provide pdf logo

Recognition during walk program
Name promoted on social media
event page as a sponsor
Company name on T-Shirts
*size depends on level/space permitting

Set up your company table/tent to
distribute your marketing materials/items or we will do it for you
*No Selling, Marketing Only*

Company name listed on Sponsor
Sign at Walk
Sign to display at your office
promoting your sponsorship
Warm Fuzzy Feeling helping people
in your community
COMMITMENT DEADLINES:

1 week before a walk for a logo on our website and a mention on social media.
4 weeks before a walk for logo or name on t-shirts.
4 months before a walk to be on printed and promotional materials.
Neurofibromatosis Midwest is a registered 501(c)3
473 Dunham Rd, Suite 3, St. Charles, IL 60174
630-945-3562
info@nfmidwest.org
www.nfmidwest.org

Great Steps 4NF
2019 Sponsorship Agreement
What is Neurofibromatosis?
Neurofibromatosis (NF) is a disorder that causes tumors to grow anywhere in the body at any time. Children and adults
may lose a limb, eyesight, hearing, or their life to these tumors. It also can cause many other difficulties including learning
disabilities, bone abnormalities, seizures, pain, and more. Approximately 1 in 2,500 people are affected by neurofibromatosis, yet NF lacks the support for care and research that families, children, and adults with this extremely complicated disorder need.

NF Midwest
NF Midwest is committed to improving the lives of children, adults, and families impacted by neurofibromatosis. Our continued focus and foundation is on Clinics, Awareness, Research, Education, and Support in the states of Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Kentucky, Wisconsin, and the eastern half of Missouri.

Great Steps 4NF
Join the NF community and participate in a Great Steps 4NF walk Saturday, September 21st, 2019 in Madison, WI. The
Great Steps 4NF Walks include Wisconsin, Indiana and one of the largest walk for NF in the country in Naperville, IL. These
walks bring co-workers, friends, and family together as one community for the neurofibromatosis cause. Every walk varies
in size but all have fun and friendship as the theme and our loved ones with NF as the center.

Please select a sponsorship option:

□
□
□

□
□
□

Platinum Sponsor $1,000
Gold Sponsor $800
Silver Sponsor $500

□
□

Bronze Sponsor $250
Friend $100

Raffle Basket
In-Kind Donation

Other $__________

Great Steps 4NF Walk Location: __________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Contact Information:
Company Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name: ____________________________________________ Contact Title: __________________________________________
Mailing Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone Number: ________________________________________ Email Address: ________________________________________
Company Website: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Method of Payment if Cash Donation:

□

Check Enclosed

□

Credit Card, please call

□

Please Invoice Me

Please give sponsorship credit to:
Team Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
We authorize NF Midwest to include our corporate name and logo on all Great Steps 4NF materials consistent with our sponsorship
selection and publication dates.
Authorized Signature: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Checks should be included with this form and made out to NF Midwest 473 Dunham Rd., Ste. 3, St. Charles, IL 60174
630-945-3562 (ph)
NF Midwest is a non-profit 501(c) 3 organization, tax deductions to the amount allowable by law. (FEIN # 22-2580173)

Annual Walk for
Neurofibromatosis
Would you like to sponsor a basket or an item for the Great Steps basket raffle?
You can fill a whole basket, donate items to add to a themed basket, or donate a larger item in
honor of someone in your life with NF.
We would like baskets or items to be at least $50 value. Please get your basket to the local
Walk coordinator one week prior to the event.
While it is acceptable to purchase items, try to get as many donations as possible.
Some ideas to consider:
 Use reward points from your bank or credit card
 Ask your bank or other business that you have a relationship with, they often have nice
giveaways.
 Have a home party like Pampered Chef, Tastefully Simple, Thirty-One, etc. and donate
your freebies.
 Consider asking your company to sponsor a basket.
Ideas that we have for themed baskets are listed below.
 Restaurant basket - gift cards from different chain restaurants
Honor a loved one!
 Young Child (age 5-11) - Disney, games, superhero, Legos
 Teen (age 11-17)-snacks, makeup, electronics, gift cards, dorm
 Family/Home– family road trip, baking, gardening, camping
 Car care basket
 Golf basket
 Wine, champagne, martini baskets
 Women’s relaxation basket - spa certificate, lotions, candles
 Men’s tool, hunting, fishing basket
 Popular electronics
Sponsor a basket!
 Pet basket or Lottery scratch off ticket board
Ideas for larger items could be:
 Spa weekend or hotel stay
 Flat screen TV
 Signed objects from celebrities/sport stars, etc.
 Event or sports tickets
If anyone has any other ideas, let us know.
Please contact us at greatsteps@nfmidwest.org or call contact the walk chairperson, if you have
something to donate so we can keep track of all donations. Note raffle donations can not be put
towards team donation totals.

